Serodiagnosis of tuberculous meningitis by enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA).
IgG antibodies against glycolipids and proteins isolated from M. tuberculosis and BCG suspension were determined by ELISA in sera, in CSFs and in serum and CSF paired samples, from patients with tuberculous meningitis and from healthy control subjects. With specificities between 90 and 94% for the antigens used, we obtained senitivities of 75% for Pr-ELISA, 60% for G1-ELISA and 35% for BCG-ELISA. As specific antibodies were detected in serum and CSFs, only one sample is enough to perform the test. We concluded that Pr-ELISA and G1-ELISA could be used as a supporting test in TBM diagnosis, especially when repeated bacteriological methods failed to prove the presence of tubercle bacilli and in cases without evidence of pulmonary tuberculosis.